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drawing to a close, yet remembering his triumphs
find conscious of his power ** reaching out for " the
sledge-hammer of democracy "; Lord Salisbury, the
long-suffering, but not too long-suffering, nobleman;
Stafford Northcote, leading the party " in a condition
when, as a doctor, lawyer or business man, he would
have been unable properly to discharge his duties " ;
and W, H. Smith, " a stout-hearted bookseller whose
perseverance as a Leader was making of his repeated
failures a curious but undoubted success." The old
men had the worst of it, because the moral of his tale
was the defeat of brilliant youth by unimaginative
age. The Fourth Party was ultimately vanquished
by the 'Goats'; and one day Winston Churchill
would have to face * Goats * of his own. Not that
he followed his own father blindly. For though the
Liberal recruit was swift to indicate Lord Randolph's
** latent Liberalism," he could see the tragic, if in-
evitable, error of his long adherence to the Tories*
His son knew better* Winston Churchill had learnt
the lesson of his father's wasted life; and the literary
monument which he erected to his memory satisfied
his own piety and, at the same time, indicated plainly
by what stars the author's course in politics was
steered.

It was a fine performance, with more balance in its
judgments than might have been expected of a
devoted son. His copious material was admirably
organised, and the writing was considerably less
exuberant than its predecessors, To produce The
RAter War at twenty-four was dangerously like an
infant prodigy. But Lord Randolph CkwKtt was a
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